


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Petitioners, Friends of Muir Woods Park and Watershed Alliance of Marin 

Allege: 

I. INTRODUCTION

I. Through this Complaint and Verified Petition for Writ of Administrative Mandate

("Petition"), Petitioners acting in the interest of protecting the environment and health and safety, 

seek to compel the setting aside of Marin County Board Of Supervisors ("County") September 

22, 2022 approval of the Dipsea Ranch (Weissman) land division and Mitigated Negative 

Declaration ("MND and its Amendment"). If allowed to proceed, the Project - a development of 

3 to 21 luxury homes - impacts due to grading, housing and road construction and other 

operations will cause irreversible harm to Redwood Creek and its ecosystems, endangered 

species, including Northern Spotted Owl, Coho Salmon, Steelhead and to other wildlife, which 

use the property as a corridor. The Project also presents other substantial risks including impacts 

to surface water quality, increased fire hazard risk, and traffic safety on Panoramic Highway, 

including vehicular accidents due to access by a narrow, winding, shoulderless road, with blind 

curves, poor visibility and heavy bike and car traffic. 

2. ln essence, this case is about whether a government agency, Marin County, must fulfill

i,ts duty to oversee and ascertain the facts about the Project's environmental impacts or whether 

the County can abdicate its role as regulatory and permitting authority and rely solely on 

20 consultant assessments conducted on behalf of the applicant. From its inception the Project 
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generated enormous public and expert opposition as a result of the numerous errors, omissions, 

and lack of quantification of impacts and unscientific claims in the hydrological, geological, and 

biological assessments of the Project. A state public trust agency, the California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife ("CDFW"), other expert scientists and even the County's own consultants 

criticized the County's remarkable assertions that, despite the project affectihg a Federal 

jurisdictional wetland and depositing sediment in a tributary of Redwood Creek that no impacts 
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